
Personal Experience  
(by Don Chapin, Capt., USAF, Ret’d, Jan 13, 2018) 

As the Senior Engineer/Deputy Program Manager for an Advanced 

Development Program Office (ADPO) within the Flight Dynamics 

Laboratory at Wright Patterson AFB outside of Dayton, Ohio, I had 

direct administrative implementation and control over a $3.2M 

contract plus oversight over all other programs in that office (total 

of about $4.2M in the early ‘70’s… a fair piece of change at that 

time, although well below Congress’ “oversight,” which didn’t get 

below a $1B figure).   My $3.2M contract I had placed with  

McDonnell-Douglas in Long Beach, CA, required what was 

considered by the DoD as advanced financial control under a 

concept with an acronym of CSSR.   

At some point after I had awarded the contract, the DoD sent 

financial ‘trainers’ around to provide  instruction to larger-

contract administrators on an update/replacement to the CSSR, 

which took over a half day to attend.   At the end of the 

presentation, I had only one question to ask of the presenter:   

“O.K., the current CSSR concept relies heavily on the government 

Program Manager relying on his/her civilian contract counterpart 

for basic contract expense forecasting, and the revised/updated 

CSSR concept relies heavily on his/her civilian contract 

counterpart for basic contract expense forecasting before 

incorporating a ‘mess’ of additional arithmetic, so what’s the 

real difference between the two concepts and the advantage of 

the new concept, besides requiring more work to look more 

impressive?”    The presenter’s response?   “I wasn’t supposed to 

have a ‘ringer’ in this pitch.”  There were no more questions from 

anyone else. 

In other words, that was the whole DoD approach… razzle-dazzle 

to imply “control” like a circus sideshow barker’s presentation. 



Prior to this ADPO assignment, I worked in the F-111 aircraft 

System Program Office (SPO), where, after some effort, I had 

uncovered a situation that proved the prime contractor was 

charging the government 10 times what they paid for certain 

cockpit hardware, with absolutely NO ‘value added’ by the prime 

contractor... potentially worth a few million dollars to the 

government.  I provided all the evidence to the SPO contracting 

office and later found that my efforts were in vain as that item 

had simply been negotiated in a “block trade-off” with the prime 

contractor, i.e., no recognition of “individual item” $ magnitude.  

Government personnel Inefficiency/ Ineptitude? Lack of interest? 

Insufficient training? No contest against the prime contractor 

“negotiation sharks.” :-) 

The Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), like many 

other rational individuals and organizations, has advocated  for 

many years an independent audit of the Pentagon Budget, (ref.  

article from “FCNL Dec '17 Newsletter.pdf” and outlined 

paragraphs on second page) but has NEVER been successful at 

getting such a huge effort initiated until fairly recently, where just 

the tip of this effort is beginning to reveal some highly 

questionable situations as in “Army Finds $830 Million In 

‘Missing’ Helicopters As First Ever Audit Begins.pdf.” 

As this first-ever audit proceeds, I see MANY behind-the-scenes 

(i.e., absolutely NO main-stream-media/MSM reporting allowed) 

“negotiations”/discussions between the auditors, ranking DoD 

personnel and politicians  over what is to be “released,” with the 

concept of “transparency” and the public’s “need to know” being 

shredded in secret.  Look to whistle-blowers leaking to 

independent internet media as information sources, and 

potentially additional heavy persecution of revealed 

whistleblowers as a result. 

============================== 



 

https://www.truthdig.com/articles/washington-post-lied-

correcting-president-trumps-1950-lies/ 

“Of course, Trump lies endlessly. He hardly knows how to speak an 

honest sentence. (After all, he’s a barely literate man who called 

himself “a genius” just a couple of days ago.) But the idea that The 

Washington Post, long known to put out propaganda for the CIA and 

other government agencies, is somehow free of intentionally misleading 

the American public is laughable on a level that would put the new 

Dave Chappelle special to shame.” 

 

Trump statement: “Congress has authorized funding at near-record 
levels so that we can rebuild our full military might after years of 
dangerous cuts and depletion of our military.” 

Washington Post correction: “Trump, perhaps because he is reading 
his weekly address from a script, is more careful than usual. He does 
not claim a record level of spending and he notes that it is ‘authorized, 
as Congress must still appropriate funds. Still, Trump claims the 
military has been depleted due to years of budget cuts, but the 

https://www.truthdig.com/articles/washington-post-lied-correcting-president-trumps-1950-lies/
https://www.truthdig.com/articles/washington-post-lied-correcting-president-trumps-1950-lies/


decreased military budget reflects the close of two wars: the war in Iraq 
and the war in Afghanistan. Despite the decreased budget, the total 
budget is still larger than it was in 2000, before either war began.” 

Here, the Post is bragging about military spending while failing to 
mention that our military spending is out of control on all levels. We 
spend more on our military than the next eight countries combined  
(see chart below). At the same time we refuse to fund universal health 
care, infrastructure projects, paid maternity leave and education. Last 
week in Baltimore, children sat in freezing classrooms because the 
schools didn’t have money for heating. While even the Post covered the 
Baltimore story, it won’t ever connect such an issue to our utterly 
psychotic military spending. Part of how our corporate media 
manufactures consent for our illogical and highly immoral system is by 
leaving everything out of context, intentionally avoiding connecting the 
dots. The United Nations estimated it would take $30 billion a year to 
end world hunger and then in 2015 increased that number to $267 
billion. Even if the correct figure is $267 billion, that’s still less than 
half of the over $600 billion we spend on “defense.” 

If we wanted it to be defense, why don’t we pay to end world hunger, at 
which point we would be the safest country in the world because no 
one wants to bomb the country that ended world hunger. Or we can 
continue to listen to the Post haggle with Donald Trump as to whether 
or not he’s built up our “depleted” military. 

Oh yeah, I almost forgot. The Post acts as if the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan are over even though about 40,000 people were killed in 
Iraq in 2017, and we still have at least 11,000 troops in Afghanistan 
(and increasing, under tRump). But how does one declare a war is 
“over” when it was never really a war to begin with—but rather an 
ongoing assault of a population, designed to maintain endless 
instability in a region and allow the U.S. to hold our global empire?  
The Post misses tiny insignificant facts like that. 

http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2016/jan/13/barack-obama/obama-us-spends-more-military-next-8-nations-combi/
http://www.cnn.com/2018/01/04/us/baltimore-schools-cold/index.html
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/07/how-much-would-it-cost-to-end-hunger/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/30/world/asia/afghanistan-troop-totals.html?_r=0


 


