
Half (?) of our Tax Money Goes down the 
Rabbit Hole of Military Spending 

Inspiring original article By Philip A Farruggio, Global Research, December 05, 2017 at 

https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-silence-of-the-empires-lambs/5621702 

This next chart does not address many peripheral costs such as 
nuclear weapon”modernization” (that Obama authorized), etc.   
The United States spent more on its military than the next 13 
nations combined in 2011. 

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/philip-a-farruggio


 

 Half of our tax money goes down the rabbit hole of military spending, with few 

complaints or perhaps even FULL RECOGNITION of this fact from 
the Congress, the mainstream media and of course John and Joan 
Q  Public. 

 This new ‘Tax Reform Bill’ AKA ‘Giveaway to the Super Rich, the 
Corporations and the Pentagon’ will  cut more and more of the once 

cherished ‘Safety Net’ while not one word of how much is still being 
spent on the military. 

 The propaganda spin that ‘We are at war’ will continue to mesmerize 

most of the public and of course the media and Congress. 
 We have NOT been officially ‘At war’ since Congress last declared 

war was in 1941. 

 Our military operates out of over 1000 bases in over 100 different 
countries, and we still occupy Afghanistan and parts of Iraq… 

ILLEGALLY! 
 All of our sporting events still spend the opening minutes in 

celebration of our military even though we are NOT at war! 

 Ever notice how the ‘born again’ types love to huddle around Jesus, 
as if he would ever condone our immoral and illegal 

invasions/occupations? Or if he would ever condone this obscene 
current system which celebrates the super rich?  

  
The above chart of $695B to $711B includes treaties and “understandings” 
that the U.S. has with most other countries except, China and Russia, that we 
would “back” their county’s interests if they were attacked.  Therefore, they 
don’t need as heavy a military because we’re backing them.~ Don Chapin 



This madness is frightening to say the least. It is as if fewer and fewer 
Americans will stand up to this craziness that is actually bankrupting 

us! Cutting taxes on the super rich and the already super rich 

corporations (where CEOs and top executives earn in the MEGA 

MILLIONS) while the overwhelming majority of working stiffs are a few 
paychecks away from financial desperation is almost criminal! Meanwhile, 

the drumbeat for more phony military-industrial-complex-inspired-and-

profital wars continues. Take your pick: North Korea, Syria or Iran… 
maybe soon they will con you once again into another Cold War with 

Russia. God forbid they even try to factor in China, because those folks 

will pull out of our bonds and T-bills and really bankrupt us! 

What is the solution to this mess?  

Discretionary spending, in billions, reference 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/03/15/us/politics/trump-budget-

proposal.html 

Agency 2017 baseline 2018 proposal Change Pct. change 

Environmental Protection 

Agency  
$8.2  $5.7  –$2.6  –31%  

State and other development 

programs  
38.0  27.1  –10.9  –29%  

Agriculture  22.6  17.9  –4.7  –21%  

Labor  12.2  9.6  –2.5  –21%  

Justice  20.3  16.2  –4.0  –20%  

Health and Human Services  77.7  65.1  –12.6  –16%  

Commerce  9.2  7.8  –1.5  –16%  

Education  68.2  59.0  –9.2  –14%  

Transportation  18.6  16.2  –2.4  –13%  

Housing and Urban 

Development  
36.0  31.7  –4.3  –12%  

Interior  13.2  11.6  –1.5  –12%  

Energy  29.7  28.0  –1.7  –6%  

Treasury  11.7  11.2  –0.5  –4%  

NASA  19.2  19.1  –0.2  –1%  

Veterans Affairs  74.5  78.9  +4.4  +6%  

Homeland Security  41.3  44.1  +2.8  +7%  

Defense  521.7  574.0  +52.3  +10%  
(Again, this does not take into account those percentages of 
various agency budgets (such as energy, homeland security, 
transportation NASA, etc. that are actually Defense related! 



And notice that those agencies dedicated to long-term 
infrastructure and population support and developing 
technologies are being cut back by tRump in favor of greater- 
and unneeded “Defense.”  ~Don Chapin) 
 
Note: Numbers may not add due to rounding. Totals are shown for 
fiscal years, which begin in October. They reflect base budget levels 
for each department, which do not include supplemental money for 
disaster relief, emergencies or additional war spending. They do 
include offsetting receipts and proposed changes in mandatory 
programs (CHIMPS) that are used to offset discretionary spending.  

The proposal would also eliminate funding for nearly 20 smaller 
independent agencies, including the National Endowment for the 
Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting and the Legal Services Corporation, which 
finances legal aid groups. 

The blueprint does not include tax proposals or other revenue 
ideas, and outlines only proposals for discretionary spending, which 
is money appropriated annually by Congress. Discretionary 
spending makes up about a quarter of all federal spending. It does 
not include interest payments on the federal debt or so-called 

mandatory 
spending on 
large 
programs 
like Social 
Security, 
Medicare 
and 
Medicaid. 

 

 


